Lickey Hills Country Park
Beacon Hill

‘wallz sog’cL& - leave wo trace’

The Country Park borders Worcestershire and south west The first day-trippers came on foot, by carriage and, after the opening of
Birmingham. The Park began life in 1888 when Rednal Hill was Barnt Green Station in 1844, by train. In 1913, a motorised bus

presented to the City of Birmingham by the Birmingham service to Rednal started, using 10 Daimler open top double-
Society for the Preservation of Open Spaces. decker buses.

By 1947, it had grown to its present size of 524 acres
(212 hectares) through purchases of land by the City and
donations of land by members of the Cadbury family.
Although most of the Park is in Worcestershire, it is
owned and managed by Birmingham.

\ From 1924, trams arrived at Rednal from the centre of
' Birmingham. On Easter Monday of that year they carried
_\ passengers to the Lickeys at an estimated rate of 100
per minute. By 10.30am some 10,000 people were
waiting for a ‘tram to the Lickeys’, which had become a
holiday playground for many Brummies. Trams

The Park consists of four hills — Beacon Hill, Rednal Hill, continued to run until 1952.

Bilberry Hill and Cofton Hill. Beacon Hill is the highest
at 978 feet (298 metres). The range of the stunning Lickey
Hills is a major English watershed. Some streams rising on and the Visitor Centre in Warren Lane opened in 1990. In
the hills flow to the River Rea and into the North Sea via the - 2000, it was the first park in Birmingham to be awarded the
River Trent. Other streams flow into the River Arrow and on prestigious ‘Green Flag’ — an international award that recognises
to the Bristol Channel by way of the River Avon and the River Severn. and rewards well managed parks and green spaces.

In 1971, the Park was formally designated a Country Park

Geology

The rocks on the Lickey Hills range in age from around 485 million years to
around 250 million years old. Five geological periods of time are represented:
Ordovician, Silurian, Carboniferous, Permian and Triassic. Superficial material
on the Hills — clays, silts, sands, gravels, pebbles — was deposited during the
last Ice Age in the Quaternary geological period.

Lickey Beacon

Hilltop beacon fires have been used as
a warning system since at least the
Anglo-Saxon period. In the 16th
century, the beacon warning system
came into full operation.

The Lickey Beacon is depicted on
maps from 1590 to 1787, including on
the Sheldon Tapestry Map from the
time of the Spanish Armada.

Around 299 million years ago in the Permian
period, the higher part of Beacon Hill was
formed of a sedimentary rock called Clent
Breccia (see photo left). It is composed of rock
fragments stuck together by clay. The variable
size of the fragments, together with their angular
nature, show that they were not carried very far
before being deposited by the water as it flowed
into an area of lower flat land.

View Indicator, Beacon, Lickey

Celebratory Bonfires

Beacons became redundant when
modern communication systems
developed. The sites were perfect for
building massive bonfires for
celebrations. There were bonfires in
1887 & 1897 to celebrate Queen
Victoria’'s Golden and Diamond
Jubilees, in 1902 for the Coronation of
King Edward VIl and in 1919 for Peace
Day after the First World War.

There was a royal bonfire on Beacon
Hill in 1953 to mark the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II.

More details on the
Bilberry Hill geology board,
www.ehtchampions.org.uk
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The Beacon is ideal for the important activities
of kite flying and sledging. There are spectacular
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